Take Up Your Cross and Don f t Look Back 



And it came to pass, when they had brought them 
forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; 
look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the 
plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be 
consumed. 

Genesis 19:17 (KJV)© 

Why do we cling to the things of this world? Why do we look 
back on our old life like Lot's wife? We need to be focused in 
the direction that Christ is taking us, not where we have been. The life of a Christian who hasn't fully surrendered 
their life to Christ is pure misery, because if we try to add Him as an accessory in our life instead of its focus we 
will be deeply unsatisfied. 

For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the 
cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the 
foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This 
man began to build, and was not able to finish. 
Luke 14:28-30 (KJV) © 

The allegory of building a tower is so appropriate, we can often see with our own eyes what happens when a 
builder runs out of funds to finish a project. When we make that initial commitment to Christ if it is not total we 
will run out, that is what this allegory tries to convey. Our faith, our willingness to trust God with every area of 
our lives is the determining factor in our salvation. 

Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me. 
Matthew 16:24 (KJV)© 

Do you deny yourself? There are so many out there who have no understanding of what it is really like to walk 
with Him They adamantly refuse to deny themselves anything and wonder why their spiritual life is stagnant. 
They look to the things of this world for the joy of their lives, when the only lasting joy comes from our total 
dependence on Christ. 

And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he 
maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. 
Romans 8:27-28 (KJV) O 

The joy of our lives comes from trusting God completely, especially when we have no reason to do so! We don't 
need to worry, so why do we? I know just a little about suffering. I have endured weeks of pain and suffering 
and moments that felt like I was about to die. I have been humbled to depend on the kindness of others to supply 
my needs both physically and financially. When I surrendered all I didn't look back, I wrote about it in "What 




Price Salvation". 

I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. 
Jeremiah 17:10 (KJV) © 

Make no mistake folks, He will try the reins, He will test how far He can take us. So many nights I fell asleep 
calling His name over and over begging for mercy. I have suffered and will continue to do so until Christ works 
out in me whatever it is that needs working out. Praise God, I have purposed in my heart not to deny Him and 
He has been faithful to me. 

Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have : for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
Hebrews 13:5 (KJV) © 

If your pastor told you the Christian life was one of constant joy and blessings you've been sold a bill of goods. 
Even as we suffer He is working all things together for good. Trust the Word of God; cling to it. I only say these 
things to encourage you; to let you know that my words come from experience. If you are struggling you may be 
exactly where Christ wants you! Will you trust His Word? 



